Kindred Futures REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Graphic Design Services
Date Issued: June 26, 2026
Proposal Due Date: July 10, 2026

1. Introduction

Kindred Futures is seeking proposals from qualified graphic designers or design agencies to
provide high-quality graphic design and creative services in support of the organization's
research, communications, fundraising, and public engagement efforts. We are seeking a creative
partner that can produce visually compelling, accessible, and brand-aligned materials across a
variety of print and digital formats while helping strengthen the consistency and impact of the
Kindred Futures brand.

This RFP is intended to establish a relationship with a designer or firm capable of supporting
both current and future design needs. The initial engagement will focus on the design of Kindred
Futures' Wealth Transfer Research Brief and accompanying marketing and presentation assets,
scheduled for release in October 2026. However, the selected contractor may be considered for
additional projects throughout the contract period based on organizational needs, performance,
and budget availability.

2. Company Overview

Kindred Futures is an Atlanta-based nonprofit advancing community economic development,
anti-displacement policy, and racial wealth equity across the U.S. South. Through research,
policy, and field-building, Kindred Futures works to protect and expand wealth-building
opportunities for Black Southern communities and the institutions that serve them.

3. Wealth Transfer Report Project Scope
The selected designer will be responsible for:

e Pre-Design Planning
o Creative direction meeting
e Deliverables
o 2 final PDF versions of the Brief prepared for: 1 print and 1 digital distribution
o No more than 35 pages within the initial rate, though the client may increase the
number of pages by requesting and approving additional budget (if applicable).
o Up to 10 custom data visualization / design elements (charts, infographics, etc.)
= Layout consistency



= Typography hierarchy
= Image handling
= Accessibility considerations
o Includes creative direction meeting, up to 4 rounds of revisions across the entire
Document
e 10 Social Media Graphics To Accompany Report
o Up to 3 edit rounds
= For use on Linkedin, Instagram, YouTube shorts, Facebook
= Static and animated
e 10-15-Page Presentation View of the Report
o Up to 3 edit rounds
e Kindred Website Assets
o Two (2) variations of KF website house ads for the brief
e Delivering final files in required formats (e.g., AL, PSD, PNG, JPG, PDF)
e Ensuring designs are consistent with brand guidelines

4. Existing Brand Materials

e Brand guidelines available? Yes

e Existing logo files available? Yes
e Existing report examples? Yes, at www.kindredfutures.org/our-reports

e Preferred fonts? Yes.
e Brand photography library? No
e (Color palette? Yes

5. Content Development Responsibilities
e Kindred will provide all report copy and data for visualization design/creation.

6. Report Project Timeline
o RFP Release Date: June 26, 2026
e Proposal Submission Deadline: July 10, 2026
e Selection Announcement: July 17, 2026

e Project Start Date: July 30, 2026

o 2.5-3-Week Design (July 30-Aug. 20), 3-Week Edit Timeline (Aug. 20-Sept. 10,
2026)

e Project Completion Date: Sept. 17, 2026


https://www.kindredfutures.org/our-reports

7. Audiences

e Primary audience: Policymakers, Funders, Mission-aligned partners

8. General Ongoing Graphic Design Support Scope

Deliverables

Social media content: 10 static posts per month, 3 reels, 4 story templates.
Two rounds of revisions per post

Marketing materials: Flyers, promo graphics, posters, banner ads as needed.
Two rounds of edits per collateral design.

9. Proposal Requirements

Proposals should include:

1. Company/Designer Background — Experience, specialties, and relevant skills

2. Portfolio — Links or attachments showcasing relevant work

Sample Stipulations:

Relevance: Please submit samples that demonstrate experience with similar
projects (e.g., research reports, annual reports, report presentations, social media
templates).

Submission Format: Digital formats only, e.g. PDF or links to a portfolio
website.

Case Studies: Please share a brief explanation (100—150 words) for each sample
describing the challenge, design solution, and outcome.

Originality: All submitted samples must be original work created by the team
assigned to the project.

Applicants must submit three (3) examples of previous graphic design work
similar to the scope of this project. Examples should be provided in a single PDF
file (no more than 10MB) and include a short description of the creative process
and results for each project.

3. Proposed Approach — How you will tackle the project

4. Timeline — Estimated time for each phase

5. Pricing — Detailed cost breakdown (hourly or fixed)

6. References — At least two client references

10. Evaluation Criteria



Proposals will be evaluated based on:
e Creativity and quality of portfolio
o Relevant experience in similar projects
e Understanding of our brand and goals
e Proposed timeline and budget

e Client references and testimonials

11. Submission Instructions

Please submit your proposal in PDF format to:

Contact Name: Katrice L. Mines

Email: Katrice@kinfutures.org

Phone: 404.537.1831

Subject Line: “Graphic Design RFP — [Your Company Name]”

12. Reservation of Rights
Kindred Futures reserves the right to:
e Accept or reject any or all proposals.
e Request clarifications or additional information from any respondent.
e Negotiate terms with one or more firms.
e Cancel, modify, or reissue this RFP at any time.
o Award the engagement to the firm whose proposal best meets the organization’s
needs, which may not necessarily be the lowest-cost proposal.
This RFP does not commit Kindred Futures to award a contract or to reimburse any costs
incurred by respondents in proposal preparation or submission.

13. Stock Photography & Visual Assets

e Included Assets: The Proposer shall include in their base fee access to a library of stock
photos/illustrations for general project use.

o Licensing: All acquired stock photography must be licensed for perpetual, royalty-free
use by Kindred Futures across print and digital platforms.

o Handoff: Final files must include all linked stock images.

14. Compensation and Expenses


mailto:Katrice@kinfutures.org

¢ Fixed Fee: Proposals must submit a total project cost. This fee shall be considered "firm
fixed," covering all creative, revisions, and project management.

e Excluded Costs: The contractor is responsible for their own equipment, software
licenses, and administrative operating costs.

15. Ownership of Work Product

e All work product, including but not limited to reports, summaries, articles, pictures, and
art (collectively, the “Materials”) created or developed by the Contractor/Designer
pursuant to this Agreement shall be considered a "work made for hire" and shall be the
sole and exclusive property of Kindred Futures. The Contractor hereby transfers and
assigns to Kindred Futures all right, title, and interest (including copyright rights) in the
Materials.
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